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On July 6, on the initiative of the General Confederation of Labor (CGT), Argentine workers
launched a national strike in an "expression of grief" over the recent desecration of the tomb and
remains of Juan Domingo Peron. Excluded from the strike were workers employed in essential
services, e.g., transportation, communications, news media and hospitals. President Raul Alfonsin
approved a decree authorizing a day off for public sector employees in order to facilitate their
participation in the national day of mourning. The Justicialista (Peronist) party joined the CGT in
organizing marches, masses and other events. Meanwhile, law enforcement authorities announced
they had no clues as to the identity of the person or persons responsible for the incidents. (Basic
data from PRENSA LATINA, NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS, 07/06/87) [Born in 1895, Peron entered the
military college at 16 and slowly rose in rank to captain in 1930. During the next decade, he spent
several years in Europe, where he was impressed by the German and Italian dictatorships. In 1941,
then a junior colonel, Peron joined the Group of United Officers, and quickly rose to its leadership
ranks. In the colonels' clique that took power in 1944, Peron was appointed as secretary of labor and
welfare, and subsequently became vice president and minister of war, in addition to secretary of
labor and welfare. During the 1944-1946 period, Peron became the patron of the urban proletariat,
while also constructing the bases of an alliance with the industrial bourgeoisie. He was assisted in
this effort by his charismatic wife, Eva ("Evita"). (Eva Duarte married Juan Peron in 1945. She died
in 1952.) In preparation for the 1946 election, Peron created a Labor party to mobilize the working
class, and cast himself in the role of a democrat ready to abide by the results of a free election. Peron
won the election by 300,000 votes out of 2.7 million. After being re-elected in 1952, Peron was ousted
by the military in September 1955. Shortly thereafter, he fled into exile. Then in June 1973, Juan and
Isabel Peron returned to Buenos Aires. In September, Peron with his wife as his running mate, was
overwhelmingly elected to the presidency. Peron died in July 1974 and was succeeded by his wife,
Isabel Martinez de Peron.]
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